Barack Obama

Barack Obama, Democratic Candidate for President, @08

Goal: Students will become familiar with the positionméjor political
candidates in the2008 Presidential election process

California Standards addressed:

11.11 Students analyze the major social problems and domestic policy issues in
contemporary American society.

12.6 Students evaluate issues regarding campaigns for national, state, and local
elective offices.

Project choices:

1. Students can examine and discuss one or more of the position statements below,
summarize them, discuss them, agree/disagree and give examples supparting the
opinion, compare/contrast with position statements of other major candidates.
Students can collect other samples of candidate speeches/media to help them
understand the position(s) of their choice .

2. An oral presentation of a candidate position or positions can be completed
accompanied with a bibliography of sources used. TV can be used as a source
with the name of the program, speaker(s), and date cited.

3. Care should be exercised to provide students with only the amount of information
they can manage without being overwhelmed. Multiple samples have been
provided to facilitate student choice. It is not necessary for students to use the
Internet to do this project.

4. A sample of bibliographic entries is included below: This is the format used by
John McCain’s website.

[1] Robert Carroll, “Fiscal Stimulus: Missing The Big Picture?” The Tax
Foundation, January 11, 2008

[2] U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Approaches to Reform the U.S. Business
Tax System for the 21st Century,” December 20, 2007

[3] Kevin Hassett and Aparna Mathur, “Taxes and Wages,” American Enterprise
Institute for Public Policy Research, Working Paper Number 128, June 2006.; The
President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform (2005)

[4] U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Approaches to Reform the U.S. Business
Tax System for the 21st Century,” December 20, 2007

[5] The President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform (2005)

[6] Alan J. Auerbach, Kevin A. Hassett, et al., “Toward Fundamental Tax
Reform,” AEI Press May 2005

Source of Obama information:
http://www.barackobama.com/issues/
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Plan for Ending the War in Iraq

“But conventional thinking in Washington lined up for war. The pundits judged the
political winds to be blowing in the direction of the President. Despite - or perhaps
because of how much experience they had in Washington, too many politicians feared
looking weak and failed to ask hard questions. Too many took the President at his word
instead of reading the intelligence for themselves. Congress gave $ideRr¢he

authority to go to war. Our only opportunity to stop the war was lost.

| made a different judgment. | thought our priority had to be finishing the fight in
Afghanistan. | spoke out against what | called "a rash war' in Iraq. lagicabout, ‘an
occupation of undetermined length, with undetermined costs, and undetermined
consequences.’ The full accounting of those costs and consequences will only be known
to history. But the picture is beginning to come into focus.”

—Barack Obama, Clinton, lowa, September 12, 2007

At a Glance

Judgment You Can Trust

Bring Our Troops Home

Press Irag’s leaders to reconcile
Regional Diplomacy
Humanitarian Initiative

The Problem

The Surge: The goal of the surge was to create space for Iraq's political ldadeesch
an agreement to end Iraq's civil war. At great cost, our troops have helped reduce
violence in some areas of Iraq, but even those reductions do not get us below the
unsustainable levels of violence of mid-2006. Moreover, Iraq's political leaders have
made no progress in resolving the political differences at the heart ofithleivas.

Military Strain: The military is being severely strained by repeated and lengthy
deployments. The Army and Marine Corps are facing a crisis as 40 pef tesit
equipment is either in Iraq or being repaired. This crisis has led many ofraralgeto

conclude that current demands make our forces unable to rapidly respond to the
contingencies we may face in the future.

Barack Obama's Plan

Judgment You Can Trust
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As a candidate for the United States Senate in 2002, Obama put his political caneer on t
line to oppose going to war in Iraq, and warned of “an occupation of undetermined
length, with undetermined costs, and undetermined consequences.” Obama has been a
consistent, principled and vocal opponent of the war in Iraq.

In 2003 and 2004, he spoke out against the war on the campaign trail;

In 2005, he called for a phased withdrawal of our troops;

In 2006, he called for a timetable to remove our troops, a political solution within
Irag, and aggressive diplomacy with all of Iraq’s neighbors;

In January 2007, he introduced legislation in the Senate to remove all of our
combat troops from Iraq by March 2008.

In September 2007, he laid out a detailed plan for how he will end the war as
president.

Bringing Our Troops Home

Obama will immediately begin to remove our troops from Irag. He will removéoone

two combat brigades each month, and have all of our combat brigades out of Iraq within
16 months. Obama will make it clear that we will not build any permanent basag.in Ir
He will keep some troops in Iraq to protect our embassy and diplomats; if al Qaeda
attempts to build a base within Iraq, he will keep troops in Irag or elsewhererggtbe

to carry out targeted strikes on al Qaeda.

Press Irag’s Leaders to Reconcile

The best way to press Irag’s leaders to take responsibility for theie fistts make it

clear that we are leaving. As we remove our troops, Obama will engagsertatives

from all levels of Iragi society — in and out of government — to seek a new accord on
Irag’s Constitution and governance. The United Nations will play a central rolesin thi
convention, which should not adjourn until a new national accord is reached addressing
tough questions like federalism and oil revenue-sharing.

Regional Diplomacy

Obama will launch the most aggressive diplomatic effort in recent Ameridanyhic
reach a new compact on the stability of Irag and the Middle East. This effonciude
all of Irag’s neighbors — including Iran and Syria. This compact will aimc¢arselrag’s
borders; keep neighboring countries from meddling inside Iraqg; isolate al;Gapgart
reconciliation among Iraq’s sectarian groups; and provide financial supptdds
reconstruction.

Humanitarian Initiative
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Obama believes that America has a moral and security responsibildgftortt Iraq’s
humanitarian crisis — two million Iragis are refugees; two million more a@atied
inside their own country. Obama will form an international working group to addhiess t
crisis. He will provide at least $2 billion to expand services to Iraqi retige
neighboring countries, and ensure that Iraqis inside their own country can fired a saf
haven.

Barack Obama's Record

Barack Obama opposed the war in Irag from the beginning. In 2002, as the
conventional thinking in Washington lined up for war, Obama had the judgment
and courage to speak out against the war. He said the war would lead to "an
occupation of undetermined length, with undetermined costs and undetermined
consequences.” In January 2007, Obama introduced legislation to responsibly end
the war in Iraq, with a phased withdrawal of troops engaged in combat operations.
Obama has a plan to immediately begin withdrawing our troops engaged in
combat operations at a pace of one or two brigades every month, to be completed
by the end of next year. He would call for a new constitutional convention in Iraq,
convened with the United Nations, which would not adjourn until Iraq's leaders
reach a new accord on reconciliation. He would use presidential leadership to
surge our diplomacy with all of the nations of the region on behalf of a new
regional security compact. And he would take immediate steps to confront the
ongoing humanitarian disaster in Iraq.

For More Information about Barack's Plan T-Read the Plan Read the Speech

A World class education
“I don't want to send another generation of American children to failing schoolst | don'
want that future for my daughters. | don't want that future for your sons. | do nbt wa
that future for America.”

— Barack Obama, Jefferson-Jackson Dinner, Des Moines, lowa, November 10, 2007

At a Glance
Early Childhood Education - Recruit, Prepare, Retain, and Reward Teachers
K-12 . Higher Education

The Problem

No Child Left Behind Left the Money Behind: The goal of the law was the right one,
but unfulfilled funding promises, inadequate implementation by the Education
Department and shortcomings in the design of the law itself have limiteffieitsiveness
and undercut its support. As a result, the law has failed to provide high-qualitgreeach
every classroom and failed to adequately support and pay those teachers.
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Students Left Behind: Six million middle and high school students read significantly

below their grade level. A full third of high school graduates do not immeggoebn to
college. American 15 year olds rank 28th out of 40 countries in mathematics and 19th out
of 40 countries in science. Almost 30 percent of students in their first yearegeaile

forced to take remedial science and math classes because they arearetiprep

High Dropout Rate: America has one of the highest dropout rates in the industrialized
world. Only 70 percent of U.S. high school students graduate with a diploma. African
American and Latino students are significantly less likely to graduatenthide students.

Teacher Retention is a ProblemThirty percent of new teachers leave within their first
five years in the profession.

Soaring College CostsCollege costs have grown nearly 40 percent in the past five

years. The average graduate leaves college with over $19,000 in debt. And between 2001
and 2010, 2 million academically qualified students will not go to college becayse th
cannot afford it. Finally, our complicated maze of tax credits and applicateresléo

many students unaware of financial aid available to them.

Barack Obama's Plan
Early Childhood Education

Zero to Five Plan: Obama's comprehensive "Zero to Five" plan will provide

critical support to young children and their parents. Unlike other early childhood
education plans, Obama's plan places key emphasis at early care and education for
infants, which is essential for children to be ready to enter kindergarten. Obama

will create Early Learning Challenge Grants to promote state tadive"” efforts

and help states move toward voluntary, universal pre-school.

Expand Early Head Start and Head Start:Obama will quadruple Early Head

Start, increase Head Start funding and improve quality for both.

Affordable, High-Quality Child Care: Obama will also provide affordable and
high-quality child care to ease the burden on working families.

K-12

o Reform No Child Left Behind: Obama will reform NCLB, which starts
by funding the law. Obama believes teachers should not be forced to
spend the academic year preparing students to fill in bubbles on
standardized tests. He will improve the assessments used to track student
progress to measure readiness for college and the workplace and improve
student learning in a timely, individualized manner. Obama will also
improve NCLB's accountability system so that we are supporting schools
that need improvement, rather than punishing them.

o Make Math and Science Education a National Priority:Obama will
recruit math and science degree graduates to the teaching profession and
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will support efforts to help these teachers learn from professionals in the
field. He will also work to ensure that all children have access to a strong
science curriculum at all grade levels.

o Address the Dropout Crisis:Obama will address the dropout crisis by
passing his legislation to provide funding to school districts to invest in
intervention strategies in middle school - strategies such as personal
academic plans, teaching teams, parent involvement, mentoring, intensive
reading and math instruction, and extended learning time.

o Expand High-Quality Afterschool Opportunities: Obama will double
funding for the main federal support for afterschool programs, the 21st
Century Learning Centers program, to serve one million more children.

o Expand Summer Learning Opportunities: Obama's "STEP UP" plan
addresses the achievement gap by supporting summer learning
opportunities for disadvantaged children through partnerships between
local schools and community organizations.

o Support College Outreach Programs:Obama supports outreach
programs like GEAR UP, TRIO and Upward Bound to encourage more
young people from low-income families to consider and prepare for
college.

o Support English Language Learners:Obama supports transitional
bilingual education and will help Limited English Proficient students get
ahead by holding schools accountable for making sure these students
complete school.

Recruit, Prepare, Retain, and Reward America's Teachers

o Recruit Teachers:Obama will create new Teacher Service Scholarships
that will cover four years of undergraduate or two years of graduate
teacher education, including high-quality alternative programs for mid-
career recruits in exchange for teaching for at least four yeaisigh-a
need field or location.

o Prepare Teachers:Obama will require all schools of education to be
accredited. He will also create a voluntary national performance
assessment so we can be sure that every new educator is trained and ready
to walk into the classroom and start teaching effectively. Obama wall al
create Teacher Residency Programs that will supply 30,000 exceptionally
well-prepared recruits to high-need schools.

o Retain Teachers:To support our teachers, Obama's plan will expand
mentoring programs that pair experienced teachers with new recruits. He
will also provide incentives to give teachers paid common planning time
so they can collaborate to share best practices.

o Reward Teachers:Obama will promote new and innovative ways to
increase teacher pay that are developed with teachers, not imposed on
them. Districts will be able to design programs that reward accomplished
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educators who serve as a mentor to new teachers with a salary increase.
Districts can reward teachers who work in underserved places like rural
areas and inner cities. And if teachers consistently excel in theodass

that work can be valued and rewarded as well.

Higher Education

o Create the American Opportunity Tax Credit: Obama will make
college affordable for all Americans by creating a new American
Opportunity Tax Credit. This universal and fully refundable credit will
ensure that the first $4,000 of a college education is completely free for
most Americans, and will cover two-thirds the cost of tuition at the
average public college or university and make community college tuition
completely free for most students. Obama will also ensure that the tax
credit is available to families at the time of enrollment by using prior
year's tax data to deliver the credit when tuition is due.

o Simplify the Application Process for Financial Aid: Obama will
streamline the financial aid process by eliminating the current federal
financial aid application and enabling families to apply simply by
checking a box on their tax form, authorizing their tax information to be
used, and eliminating the need for a separate application.

Barack Obama's Record

Record of Advocacy:Obama has been a leader on educational issues throughout
his career. In the lllinois State Senate, Obama was a leader on elaithpodi
education, helping create the state's Early Learning Council. In the U.$e,Sena
Obama has been a leader in working to make college more affordable. His very
first bill sought to increase the maximum Pell Grant award to $5,100. As a
member of the Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions committee, Obama helped
pass legislation to achieve that goal in the recent improvements to the Higher
Education Act. Obama has also introduced legislation to create Teacher
Residency Programs and to increase federal support for summer learning
opportunities.

For More Information about Barack's Plan

T Read the Pre-K to 12 Plan

T Read the College Affordability Plan
Speech on Pre-K to 12 Education
Speech on College Affordability
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Plan to Strengthen the Economy

“I believe that America's free market has been the engine of Ansegiat progress. It's
created a prosperity that is the envy of the world. It's led to a standarohgf liv

unmatched in history. And it has provided great rewards to the innovators and risk-takers
who have made America a beacon for science, and technology, and discovery...We are
all in this together. From CEOs to shareholders, from financiers to factokers, we

all have a stake in each other's success because the more Americans thespae

America prospers.”

— Barack Obama, New York, NY, September 17, 2007

At a Glance

Provide Middle Class Americans Tax Relief

Trade

Technology, Innovation and Creating Jobs

Labor

Protect Homeownership and Crack Down on Mortgage Fraud
Address Predatory Credit Card Practices

Reform Bankruptcy Laws

Work/Family Balance

The Problem

Wages are Stagnant as Prices Ris&Vhile wages remain flat, the costs of basic
necessities are increasing. The cost of in-state college tuition has growrc& peer
the past five years. Health care costs have risen four times fastevdabas over the past
six years. And the personal savings rate is now the lowest it's beenhgirgeeat
Depression.

Tax Cuts for Wealthy Instead of Middle Class:The Bush tax cuts give those who earn
over $1 million dollars a tax cut nearly 160 times greater than that receiveiddig-m

income Americans. At the same time, this administration has refused to tealke he
care, education and housing in a manner that benefits the middle class.

Barack Obama's Plan
Provide Middle Class Americans Tax Relief

Obama will cut income taxes by $1,000 for working families to offset the pagralhey
pay.

Provide a Tax Cut for Working Families: Obama will restore fairness to the tax

code and provide 150 million workers the tax relief they need. Obama will create
a new "Making Work Pay" tax credit of up to $500 per person, or $1,000 per
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working family. The "Making Work Pay" tax credit will completely eiirate

income taxes for 10 million Americans.

Simplify Tax Filings for Middle Class Americans: Obama will dramatically
simplify tax filings so that millions of Americans will be able to do theietax

less than five minutes. Obama will ensure that the IRS uses the information it
already gets from banks and employers to give taxpayers the option ofgute-fill
tax forms to verify, sign and return. Experts estimate that the Obama progbsal w
save Americans up to 200 million total hours of work and aggravation and up to
$2 billion in tax preparer fees.

Obama believes that trade with foreign nations should strengthen the Amec@aomy
and create more American jobs. He will stand firm against agreements thahunede
our economic security.

Fight for Fair Trade: Obama will fight for a trade policy that opens up foreign
markets to support good American jobs. He will use trade agreements to spread
good labor and environmental standards around the world and stand firm against
agreements like the Central American Free Trade Agreement thatlfae up to
those important benchmarks. Obama will also pressure the World Trade
Organization to enforce trade agreements and stop countries from continuing
unfair government subsidies to foreign exporters and nontariff barriers on U.S.
exports.

Amend the North American Free Trade AgreementObama believes that

NAFTA and its potential were oversold to the American people. Obama will work
with the leaders of Canada and Mexico to fix NAFTA so that it works for
American workers.

Improve Transition Assistance:To help all workers adapt to a rapidly changing
economy, Obama would update the existing system of Trade Adjustment
Assistance by extending it to service industries, creating flexibleagdnc

accounts to help workers retrain, and providing retraining assistancertara/o

in sectors of the economy vulnerable to dislocation before they lose their jobs.

Technology, Innovation and Creating Jobs

Obama will encourage the deployment of the most modern communications
infrastructure to reduce the costs of health care, help solve our energy @ais new
jobs, and fuel our economic growth.

Support Job Creation: Barack Obama believes we need to double federal
funding for basic research and make the research and development tax credit
permanent to help create high-paying, secure jobs. Obama will also make long-
term investments in education, training, and workforce development so that
Americans can leverage our strengths - our ingenuity and entrepreseuriadi
create new high-wage jobs and prosper in a world economy.
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Invest in U.S. Manufacturing: The Obama comprehensive energy independence
and climate change plan will invest in America's highly-skilled manufagiuri
workforce and manufacturing centers to ensure that American workers have the
skills and tools they need to pioneer the first wave of green technologies that wil
be in high demand throughout the world. Obama will also provide assistance to
the domestic auto industry to ensure that new fuel-efficient vehicles aréypuil
American workers.

Create New Job Training Programs for Clean Technologiesthe Obama plan

will increase funding for federal workforce training programs and dibese
programs to incorporate green technologies training, such as advanced
manufacturing and weatherization training, into their efforts to help Aaresic

find and retain stable, high-paying jobs. Obama will also create an energgdocus
youth jobs program to invest in disconnected and disadvantaged youth.

Boost the Renewable Energy Sector and Create New Jolddie Obama plan

will create new federal policies, and expand existing ones, that have been proven
to create new American jobs. Obama will create a federal Renewaltd@i®ort
Standard (RPS) that will require 25 percent of American electricity ieede

from renewable sources by 2025, which has the potential to create hundreds of
thousands of new jobs on its own. Obama will also extend the Production Tax
Credit, a credit used successfully by American farmers and investorsdasac
renewable energy production and create new local jobs.

Deploy Next-Generation Broadband:Obama believes we can get broadband to
every community in America through a combination of reform of the Universal
Service Fund, better use of the nation's wireless spectrum, promotion of next-
generation facilities, technologies and applications, and new tax and loan
incentives.

Protect the Openness of the InternetObama supports the basic principle that
network providers should not be allowed to charge fees to privilege the content or
applications of some web sites and Internet applications over others. This
principle will ensure that the new competitors, especially small or nonprofit
speakers, have the same opportunity as big companies to innovate and reach large
audiences.

Invest in Rural Areas: Obama will invest in rural small businesses and fight to
expand high-speed Internet access. He will improve rural schools and atract
doctors to rural areas.

Labor

Obama will strengthen the ability of workers to organize unions. He whil fay passage

of the Employee Free Choice Act. Obama will ensure that his labor appointeed suppor
workers' rights and will work to ban the permanent replacement of striking workers
Obama will also increase the minimum wage and index it to inflation to ensisesit
every yeatr.

Ensure Freedom to UnionizeObama believes that workers should have the
freedom to choose whether to join a union without harassment or intimidation
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from their employers. Obama cosponsored and is strong advocate for the
Employee Free Choice Act, a bipartisan effort to assure that workergeraise
their right to organize. He will continue to fight for EFCA's passage and sign it
into law.

Fight Attacks on Workers' Right to Organize: Obama has fought the Bush
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) efforts to strip workers of thghtrio
organize. He is a cosponsor of legislation to overturn the NLRB's "Kentucky
River" decisions classifying hundreds of thousands of nurses, construction, and
professional workers as "supervisors" who are not protected by federalaaisor |
Protect Striking Workers: Obama supports the right of workers to bargain
collectively and strike if necessary. He will work to ban the permanent
replacement of striking workers, so workers can stand up for themselhesitwit
worrying about losing their livelihoods.

Raise the Minimum Wage:Barack Obama will raise the minimum wage, index
it to inflation and increase the Earned Income Tax Credit to make sure that full
time workers earn a living wage that allows them to raise their fanailid pay

for basic needs.

Protect Homeownership and Crack Down on Mortgage Fraud

Obama will crack down on fraudulent brokers and lenders. He will also make sure
homebuyers have honest and complete information about their mortgage options, and he
will give a tax credit to all middle-class homeowners.

Create a Universal Mortgage Credit: Obama will create a 10 percent universal
mortgage credit to provide homeowners who do not itemize tax relief. This credit
will provide an average of $500 to 10 million homeowners, the majority of whom
earn less than $50,000 per year.

Ensure More Accountability in the Subprime Mortgage Industry: Obama has
been closely monitoring the subprime mortgage situation for years, and
introduced comprehensive legislation over a year ago to fight mortgage fraud and
protect consumers against abusive lending practices. Obama's STOP FRAUD A
provides the first federal definition of mortgage fraud, increases funding for
federal and state law enforcement programs, creates new criminal [sefoaltie
mortgage professionals found guilty of fraud, and requires industry insiders to
report suspicious activity.

Mandate Accurate Loan Disclosure:Obama will create a Homeowner

Obligation Made Explicit (HOME) score, which will provide potential borraver
with a simplified, standardized borrower metric (similar to APR) for home
mortgages. The HOME score will allow individuals to easily compare various
mortgage products and understand the full cost of the loan.

Create Fund to Help Homeowners Avoid ForeclosuresODbama will create a

fund to help people refinance their mortgages and provide comprehensive
supports to innocent homeowners. The fund will be partially paid for by Obama's
increased penalties on lenders who act irresponsibly and commit fraud.
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Close Bankruptcy Loophole for Mortgage CompaniesObama will work to
eliminate the provision that prevents bankruptcy courts from modifying an
individual's mortgage payments. Obama believes that the subprime mortgage
industry, which has engaged in dangerous and sometimes unscrupulous business
practices, should not be shielded by outdated federal law.

Address Predatory Credit Card Practices

Obama will establish a five-star rating system so that every consumes kimewsk
involved in every credit card. He also will establish a Credit Card Bill of Righstop
credit card companies from exploiting consumers with unfair practices.

Create a Credit Card Rating System to Improve DisclosureObama will
create a credit card rating system, modeled on five-star systems usétefor ot
consumer products, to provide consumers an easily identifiable ranking of credit
cards, based on the card's features. Credit card companies will be required to
display the rating on all application and contract materials, enabling corsstamer
quickly understand all of the major provisions of a credit card without having to
rely exclusively on fine print in lengthy documents.
Establish a Credit Card Bill of Rights to Protect Consumers:Obama will
create a Credit Card Bill of Rights to protect consumers. The Obama plan wil

o Ban Unilateral Changes
Apply Interest Rate Increases Only to Future Debt
Prohibit Interest on Fees
Prohibit "Universal Defaults"
Require Prompt and Fair Crediting of Cardholder Payments

O O O O

Reform Bankruptcy Laws

Obama will reform our bankruptcy laws to protect working people, ban executive
bonuses for bankrupt companies, and require disclosure of all pension investments.

Cap Outlandish Interest Rates on Payday Loans and Improve Disclosure:
Obama supports extending a 36 percent interest cap to all Americans. Obama will
require lenders to provide clear and simplified information about loan fees,
payments and penalties, which is why he'll require lenders to provide this
information during the application process.

Encourage Responsible Lending Institutions to Make Small Consumer

Loans: Obama will encourage banks, credit unions and Community Development
Financial Institutions to provide affordable short-term and small-dollar laxags

to drive unscrupulous lenders out of business.

Reform Bankruptcy Laws to Protect Families Facing a Medical Crisis:

Obama will create an exemption in bankruptcy law for individuals who can prove
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they filed for bankruptcy because of medical expenses. This exemptioneatii cr
a process that forgives the debt and lets the individuals get back on their feet.

Work/Family Balance

Obama will double funding for after-school programs, expand the Family Médiaaé
Act, provide low-income families with a refundable tax credit to help with tield-
care expenses, and encourage flexible work schedules.

Expand the Family and Medical Leave Act:The FMLA covers only certain
employees of employers with 50 or more employees. Obama will expand it to
cover businesses with 25 or more employees. He will expand the FMLA to cover
more purposes as well, including allowing workers to take leave for elder care
needs; allowing parents up to 24 hours of leave each year to participate in their
children’s academic activities; and expanding FMLA to cover leave fologegd

to address domestic violence.

Encourage States to Adopt Paid LeaveAs president, Obama will initiate a
strategy to encourage all 50 states to adopt paid-leave systems. Obama will
provide a $1.5 billion fund to assist states with start-up costs and to help states
offset the costs for employees and employers.

Expand High-Quality Afterschool Opportunities: Obama will double funding

for the main federal support for afterschool programs, the 21st Century Learning
Centers program, to serve a million more children. Obama will include measure
to maximize performance and effectiveness across grantees nationwide.
Expand the Child and Dependent Care Tax CreditThe Child and Dependent
Care Tax Credit provides too little relief to families that struggle trafthild

care expenses. Obama will reform the Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit by
making it refundable and allowing low-income families to receive up to a 50
percent credit for their child care expenses.

Protect Against Caregiver Discrimination: Workers with family obligations

often are discriminated against in the workplace. Obama will enforce #tlsec
enacted Equal Employment Opportunity Commission guidelines on caregiver
discrimination.

Expand Flexible Work Arrangements: Obama will create a program to inform
businesses about the benefits of flexible work schedules; help businesses create
flexible work opportunities; and increase federal incentives for telecommuting.
Obama will also make the federal government a model employer in terms of
adopting flexible work schedules and permitting employees to request flexible
arrangements.

Barack Obama's Record
Housing: In the U.S. Senate, Obama introduced the STOP FRAUD Act to

increase penalties for mortgage fraud and provide more protections for low-
income homebuyers, well before the current subprime crisis began.
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Predatory Lending: In the lllinois State Senate, Obama called attention to
predatory lending issues. Obama sponsored legislation to combat predatory
payday loans, and he also was credited with lobbied the state to more closely
regulate some of the most egregious predatory lending practices.

American Jobs: Barack Obama introduced the Patriot Employer Act of 2007 to
provide a tax credit to companies that maintain or increase the number of full-
time workers in America relative to those outside the US; maintain their et@por
headquarters in America; pay decent wages; prepare workers for egtirem
provide health insurance; and support employees who serve in the military.

For More Information about Barack's Plan

ZRead the plan

" Read the plan to protect homeownership and crack down on mortgage fraud
Read the Speech

THE BLUEPRINT FOR CHANGE

OBAMA'S PLAN FOR AMERICA

DOWNLOAD

Other Issues

Civil Rights

"8 There is no more fundamental American right than the right to

1l vote. Beforehe landmark 1965 Voting Rights Act, barriers suc
literacy tests, poll taxes and property requirements disenfranchised
many Americans, especially minorities. More than 40 years later,
there are still numerous obstacles to ensuring that every citizen has
the ability to vote.

CONTINUE READING
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Disabilities

"We must build a world free of unnecessary barriers, stereotypes,
and discrimination .... policies must be developed, attitudes must
be shaped, and buildings and organizations must be designed to
ensure that everyone has a chance to get the education they need
and live independently as full citizens in their communities.”

CONTINUE READING

Economy

As president, Barack Obama will implement a 21st century
economic agenda to help ensure that America can compete in a
global economy, and ensure the middle class is thriving and
growing. He will increase investments in infrastructure, energy
independence, education, and research and development;
modernize and simplify our tax code so it provides greater
opportunity and relief to more Americans; and implement trade
policies that benefit American workers and increase the export of
American goods.

CONTINUE READING

Education

Throughout America's history, education has been the vehicle for
social and economic mobility, giving hope and opportunity to
millions of young people. Our schools must prepare students not
only to meet the demands of the global economy, but also help
students take their place as committed and engaged citizens. It
must ensure that all students have a quality education regardless of
race, class, or background. Barack Obama is committed to
strengthening our public schools to maximize our country's
greatest natural resource - the American people. Obama believes
that we must equip poor and struggling districts, both rural and
urban, with the support and resources they need to provide
disadvantaged students with an opportunity to reach their full
potential. Too often, our leaders present this issue as an either - or
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debate, divided between giving our schools more funding, or
demanding more accountability. Obama believes that we have to
do both, and has offered innovative ideas to break through the
political stalemate in Washington.

CONTINUE READING

Energy & Environment

Senator Obama has been a leader in the Senate in pushing for a
comprehensive national energy policy and has introduced a
number of bills to get us closer to the goal of energy independence.
By putting aside partisan battles, he has found common ground on
CAFE, renewable fuels, and clean coal.

CONTINUE READING

Ethics

Throughout his political career, Barack Obama has been a l@ader i
fighting for open and honest government. As a U.S. Senator, he
has spearheaded the effort to clean up Washington in the wake of
the Jack Abramoff scandal. In a politically charged election year,
Obama acknowledged that corruption was a problem that plagued
both political parties. He subsequently enlisted the help of
Republican allies to limit lobbyist influence, shine sunlight into the
earmarks process and promote open government.

CONTINUE READING

Faith

In June of 2006, Senator Obama delivered what was called the
most important speech on religion and politics in 40 years.
Speaking before an evangelical audience, Senator Obama candidly
discussed his own religious conversion and doubts, and the need
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for a deeper, more substantive discussion about the role of faith in
American life.

CONTINUE READING

Famil

Strong families raise successful children and keep communities
together. While Senator Obama does not believe that we can
simply legislate healthy families, good parenting skills or
economic success, he does believe we can eliminate roadblocks
that parents face and provide tools to help them succeed. A
husband and father of two, Senator Obama has promoted strong
families in the Senate.

CONTINUE READING

Fiscal

"The cost of our debt is one of the fastest growing expenses in the
federal budget. This rising debt is a hidden domestic enemy,
robbing our cities and states of critical investments in

infrastructure like bridges, ports, and levees; robbing our families
and our children of critical investments in education and health
care reform; robbing our seniors of the retirement and health
security they have counted on ... If Washington were serious about
honest tax relief in this country, we'd see an effort to reduce our
national debt by returning to responsible fiscal policies." - Barack
Obama, Speech in the U.S. Senate, March 13, 2006

CONTINUE READING
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Foreign Policy

As a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Senator
Obama has fought to strengthen America's position in the world.
Reaching across the aisle, Obama has tackled problems such as
preventing the spread of weapons of mass destruction and stopping
the genocide in Darfur.

CONTINUE READING

Healthcare

"l...believe that every American has the right to affordable health
care. | believe that the millions of Americans who can't take their
children to a doctor when they get sick have that right...We now
face an opportunity - and an obligation - to turn the page on the
failed politics of yesterday's health care debates. It's time to bring
together businesses, the medical community, and members of both
parties around a comprehensive solution to this crisis, and it's time
to let the drug and insurance industries know that while they'll get
a seat at the table, they don't get to buy every chair." -Barack
Obama, Speech in lowa City, IA, 5/27/07

CONTINUE READING

Homeland Security

Five years after 9/11, our country is still unprepared for a terrorist
attack. From improving security for our transit systems and
chemical plants, to increasing cargo screening in our airports and
seaports, the recommendations of the 9/11 Commission have been
underfunded and ignored. The 9/11 Commission gave the
government five F's and 12 D's on the implementation of its
recommendations. Senator Obama is a member of the Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee and has
supported efforts to base homeland security spending on risk rather
than pork-barrel politics. He has also introduced legislation to
strengthen chemical plant and drinking water security and to
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enhance disaster preparedness.

CONTINUE READING

Immigration

Barack Obama has played a leading role in crafting comprehensive
immigration reform. Obama believes the immigration issue has
been exploited by politicians to divide the nation rather than find
real solutions. This divisiveness has allowed the illegal

immigration problem to worsen, with borders that are less secure
than ever and an economy that depends on millions of workers
living in the shadows.

CONTINUE READING

lrag

Before the war in Iraq ever started, Senator Obama said that it was
wrong in its conception. In 2002, then lllinois State Senator Ol

said Saddam Hussein posed no imminent threat to the United
States and that invasion would lead to an occupation of
undetermined length, at undetermined cost, with undetermined
consequences. Since then, Senator Obama has laid out a plan on
the way forward in Iraq that has largely been affirmed by the
bipartisan Iraq Study Group led by James Baker and Lee Han

CONTINUE READING

Poverty

There are 37 million poor Americans. Most poor Americans are in
the workforce, yet still cannot afford to make ends meet. And too
many poor Americans are single mothers who are raising children.
Barack Obama has been a lifelong advocate for the poor -- as a
young college graduate, he rejected the high salaries of corporate
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America and moved to the South Side of Chicago to work as a
community organizer. As an organizer, Obama worked with
churches, Chicago residents and local government to set up job
training programs for the unemployed and after school programs
for kids.

CONTINUE READING

Rural

"We are at that critical and urgent moment. If Washington
continues policies that work against America's family farmers, our
rural communities will fall further behind - and so will America.

But if we reject the politics that has shut ordinary folks out, we can
create a new story for rural America ... The dreams of rural
Americans are familiar to all Americans - to make a good living, to
raise a healthy and secure family, and to leave our children a future
of opportunity. It's time for real leadership for rural America to
extend that American dream. That's the dream of opportunity that
I've spent my life fighting for. And that's what our rural agenda

will do." - Barack Obama, Speech in Fairfax, IA, October 16, 2007

CONTINUE READING

Service

"Your own story and the American story are not separate - they are
shared. And they will both be enriched if we stand up together, and
answer a new call to service to meet the challenges of our new
century ... | won't just ask for your vote as a candidate; | will ask
for your service and your active citizenship when | am president of
the United States. This will not be a call issued in one speech or
program; this will be a cause of my presidency." - Barack Obama,
Speech in Mt. Vernon, lowa, December 5, 2007

CONTINUE READING
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Seniors & Social Security

Americans turning 65 this year have grown our economy by 4.5
times over the course of their working lives. They have tilled our
soil, defended our country, taught our children, worked in our
factories, and raised a new generation to build upon their
successes. And yet, many struggle to get by. Threats to Social
Security and Medicare, skyrocketing health costs, and abuse and
neglect of seniors all jeopardize our unspoken covenant: our
seniors worked hard to take care of us, and now we must be here
for them.

CONTINUE READING

Technology

"Let us be the generation that reshapes our economy to compete in
the digital age. Let's set high standards for our schools and give
them the resources they need to succeed. Let's recruit a new army
of teachers, and give them better pay and more support in
exchange for more accountability. Let's make college more
affordable, and let's invest in scientific research, and let's lay down
broadband lines through the heart of inner cities and rural towns all
across America."

CONTINUE READING

Veterans

As a member of the Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee, Senator
Obama is committed to helping the heroes who defend our nation
today and the veterans who fought in years past. A grandson of a
World War 1l veteran who went to college on the G.I. Bill, Senator
Obama has reached out to Republicans and Democrats in order to
honor our commitment to America's veterans.

CONTINUE READING
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