
Mike Huckabee Republican Candidate for President, 2008 

Goal: Students will become familiar with the position of major political 

candidates in the2008 Presidential election process. 

California Standards addressed:  

• 11.11 Students analyze the major social problems and domestic policy issues in 

contemporary American society. 

• 12.6 Students evaluate issues regarding campaigns for national, state, and local 

elective offices. 

Project choices:  

1. Students can examine and discuss one or more of the position statements below, 

summarize them, discuss them, agree/disagree and give examples supporting their 

opinion, compare/contrast with position statements of other major candidates. 

Students can collect other samples of candidate speeches/media to help them 

understand the position(s) of their choice .   

2. An oral presentation of a candidate position or positions can be completed 

accompanied with a bibliography of sources used.  TV can be used as a source 

with the name of the program, speaker(s), and date cited. 

3. Care should be exercised to provide students with only the amount of information 

they can manage without being overwhelmed.  Multiple samples have been 

provided to facilitate student choice. It is not necessary for students to use the 

Internet to do this project.  

4. A sample of bibliographic entries is included below:  This is the format used by 

John McCain’s website. 

[1] Robert Carroll, “Fiscal Stimulus: Missing The Big Picture?” The Tax 

Foundation, January 11, 2008  

[2] U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Approaches to Reform the U.S. Business 

Tax System for the 21st Century,” December 20, 2007 

[3] Kevin Hassett and Aparna Mathur, “Taxes and Wages,” American Enterprise 

Institute for Public Policy Research, Working Paper Number 128, June 2006.; The 

President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform (2005) 

[4] U.S. Department of the Treasury, “Approaches to Reform the U.S. Business 

Tax System for the 21st Century,” December 20, 2007 

[5] The President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform (2005) 

[6] Alan J. Auerbach, Kevin A. Hassett, et al., “Toward Fundamental Tax 

Reform,” AEI Press, May 2005 

Source: Mike Huckabee’s website: http://www.mikehuckabee.com 

============================================================= 



National Security/Foreign Policy: Iraq 

 Iraq is a battle in our generational, ideological war on terror.  

 The Democrats deny that the war in Iraq is part of the war on terror even as we 

fight Al Qaeda there. Al Qaeda seeks permanent bases in Anbar province to plot 

and train against us.  

 General Petraeus and our troops are giving their all to provide a window of 

opportunity for the Iraq government to succeed, while the Democrats are 

running for the exit doors.  

 The surge is a military means to achieve the political end of sectarian 

reconciliation among the Iraqis.  

 Setting a timetable for withdrawal is a mistake. This country has never 

declared war until "a week from Wednesday," we have always declared war 

until victory.  

 I am focused on winning. Withdrawal would have serious strategic 

consequences for us and horrific humanitarian consequences for the Iraqis.  

 I support a regional summit so that Iraq's neighbors become militarily and 

financially committed to stabilizing Iraq. 

Iraq is a battle in our generational, ideological war on terror. The Democrats 

delusionally deny that the war in Iraq is part of the war on terror even as we fight Al 

Qaeda there. Al Qaeda is a major ally of the Sunni insurgents in their fight against the 

Shiite majority. One of the most significant events in the Iraq War was Al Qaeda's 

bombing of the Shiites' Golden Mosque in Samarra in February 2006. That bombing led 

to the dramatic rise in sectarian violence between Sunnis and Shiites we've seen ever 

since, furthering Al Qaeda's goal of fomenting chaos and civil war. What's in it for 

them? They need territory, a place to plot their evil and train their murderers for 

another September 11. Al Qaeda intends to keep and expand its bases in the Sunni 

area of Anbar province. But we've made great progress in denying Al Qaeda that Anbar 

sanctuary, where the Commandant of the Marines, General Conway, says that "we 

have turned the corner." Fourteen of Anbar's eighteen tribal leaders no longer support 

Al Qaeda. 

General Petraeus and our troops are giving their all to provide a window of 

opportunity for the Iraqi government to succeed, while the Democrats are running for 

the exit doors. The surge has only been in place since the middle of June, but progress 

has already been made. It's way too early to write an obituary for the surge as the 

Democrat defeatists are doing. Having unanimously confirmed General Petraeus to 

lead the surge, the Democrats should let him do the job they sent him to do and await 

his report in mid-September. They're Monday morning quarterbacking while we're still 

playing the game, and some of us are playing to win.To pressure the Iraqis into seizing 

the day before darkness descends, President Bush and Secretary Gates have been 



emphatic that this window will not remain open forever. At the same time, setting a 

timetable for withdrawal tells our enemies they don't have to win, they just have to 

wait. We have never in our history declared war until "a week from Wednesday," we 

have always declared war until victory. 

I am focused on winning. Withdrawal would have serious strategic consequences for us 

and horrific humanitarian consequences for the Iraqis. If we leave, Iraq's neighbors on 

all sides will face a refugee crisis and be drawn into the war: Iran to protect the 

Shiites; Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Jordan to protect the Sunnis; and Turkey to protect 

its control over its own Kurd population. Iraq is a crossroads where Arab meets Persian 

and Kurd, Sunni meets Shiite, so if it's not a peaceful buffer, it can easily become a 

tinder box for the region. When we deposed Saddam, we emphasized Iraq's central 

location as a prime place to establish democracy and have it spread. That was the 

potential dramatic upside. Now we're faced with the potential dramatic downside that 

the terrorists are fighting to take advantage of: Iraq's central location as a prime place 

to create chaos and have it spread . 

I support a regional summit so that Iraq's neighbors become financially and militarily 

committed to stabilizing Iraq now rather than financially and militarily committed to 

widening the war later. This summit will add more voices, Muslim voices, to the 

pressure to perform we're already applying to the Maliki government. 

---------------------------------------------------========---------------------------------- 

Taxes/Economy 

 I support the FairTax.  

 As Governor of Arkansas, I cut taxes and fees almost 100 times, saving the 

taxpayers almost $380 million. I left a surplus of nearly $850 million, which I 

urged should go back to the people.  

 Our massive deficit is not due to Americans' being under-taxed, but to the 

government's over-spending.  

 To control spending, I believe the President should have the line-item veto.  

 I believe in free trade, but it has to be fair trade.  

 Globalization, done right, done fairly, can be the equivalent of a big pay raise 

by allowing us to buy things more cheaply.  

 I support making the Bush tax cuts (set to expire in 2010) permanent.  

 Furthermore, I believe that we need to expand upon these cuts by further 

reducing marginal rates on individual and corporate income, instituting credits 

for tuition, and eliminating the “death tax.”  

I'd like you to join me at the best "Going Out of Business" sale I can imagine - one held 

by the Internal Revenue Service. Am I running for president to shut down the federal 



government? Not exactly. But I am running to completely eliminate all federal income 

and payroll taxes. And I do mean all - personal federal, corporate federal, gift, estate, 

capital gains, alternative minimum, Social Security, Medicare, self-employment. All 

our hours filling out forms, all our payments for help with those forms, all our 

shopping bags filled with disorganized receipts, all our headaches and heartburn from 

tax stress will vanish. Instead we will have the FairTax, a simple tax based on wealth. 

When the FairTax becomes law, it will be like waving a magic wand releasing us from 

pain and unfairness. 

The FairTax will replace the Internal Revenue Code with a consumption tax, like the 

taxes on retail sales forty-five states and the District of Columbia have now. All of us 

will get a monthly rebate that will reimburse us for taxes on purchases up to the 

poverty line, so that we're not taxed on necessities. That means people below the 

poverty line won't be taxed at all. We'll be taxed on what we decide to buy, not what 

we happen to earn. We won't be taxed on what we choose to save or the interest 

those savings earn. The tax will apply only to new goods, so we can reduce our taxes 

further by buying a used car or computer. 

Our current progressive tax system penalizes us for working harder and becoming more 

successful. As we climb the ladder, the government lurks on each rung, hungry for a 

bigger bite out of our earnings. The FairTax is also progressive, but it doesn't punish 

the American dream of success, or the old-fashioned virtues of hard work and thrift, it 

rewards and encourages them. The FairTax isn't intended to raise any more or less 

money for the federal government to spend - it is revenue neutral. 

Expert analyses have shown that the FairTax lowers the lifetime tax burden of all of 

us: single or married; working or retired; rich, poor or middle class. 

The FairTax will instantly make American products 12 to 25% more competitive 

because the cost of those goods will no longer be inflated by corporate taxes, costs of 

tax compliance, and Social Security matching payments. When we buy products now, 

those taxes are built into the cost, so all of us pay corporate taxes indirectly on top of 

the personal taxes we pay directly. Compliance costs are just make-work with no real 

added value, yet they consume as much as 3% of our gross domestic product annually. 

These costs are an especially heavy burden on small businesses, which generate most 

of our jobs. 

If you buy a bottle of domestic wine, you're paying the taxes/compliance/matching 

payments of all the folks who produced the grapes, the wine, the bottle, the cork, the 

label. If you buy a bottle of French wine, the producers had their Value Added Tax 

rebated to them when the wine was exported. So French consumers pay those taxes, 

but you don't. Our current tax system puts our goods at a disadvantage both here and 



overseas. Other governments give their goods an advantage on the world market, an 

advantage estimated at 18% compared to American goods. 

So no matter how hard Americans work, no matter how innovative and creative we 

are, no matter how superior our products are, we suffer from a built-in competitive 

disadvantage simply because of our tax system. A recent study by MIT found that our 

tax system deprives us of about $1 billion in exports annually. When you export over-

priced goods as we have, you inevitably end up exporting jobs and industries as we 

now are. We are the square peg trying to fit into the round hole of international trade. 

The rest of the world isn't going to change, it's time that we do. 

Under the FairTax, American companies are far less likely to move overseas and 

foreign companies are far more likely to come here, hiring Americans to build and 

work in their new plants. The FairTax encourages growth by promoting investment and 

capital formation. 

We have to scrap a 20th century tax system that is holding us back and keeping us 

down in the 21st century. The FairTax is the path to greater prosperity and job 

security for us and for our children. 

As Governor of Arkansas, I pushed through the Arkansas Legislature the first major, 

broad-based tax cuts in state history - a $90 million tax relief package for Arkansas 

families. I also doubled the standard deduction to $2,000 for single taxpayers and 

$4,000 for those who are married. Some taxes I eliminated entirely: the marriage 

penalty, bracket creep caused by inflation, income tax on poor families, and capital 

gains on home sales. To encourage investment, I cut capital gains for both individuals 

and businesses. To help people better themselves, I provided tax credits for employee 

training and education. In total, I cut taxes and fees nearly 100 times during my ten-

and-a-half years as Governor, saving the people of Arkansas almost $380 million. 

When I left office in early 2007, Arkansas had nearly $850 million in state surplus, 

which I urged should go back to the people in the form of either a tax rebate or tax 

cut. 

I believe that our massive deficit is not due to Americans' being under-taxed, but due 

to the federal government's over-spending. Achieving and maintaining a balanced 

federal budget is an important and worthy goal necessary to our long-term economic 

well-being. To achieve a balanced federal budget, I believe the President should have 

the line-item veto. 

I believe in free trade, but it has to be fair trade. We are losing jobs because of an 

unlevel, unfair trading arena that has to be fixed. Behind the statistics, there are real 

families and real lives and real pain. I'm running for President because I don't want 



people who have worked loyally for a company for twenty or thirty years to walk in 

one morning and be handed a pink slip and be told, "I'm sorry, but everything you 

spent your life working for is no longer here." 

I believe that globalization, done right, done fairly, can be a blessing for our society. 

As the Industrial Revolution raised living standards by allowing ordinary people to buy 

mass-produced goods that previously only the rich could afford, so globalization gives 

all of us the equivalent of a big pay raise by letting us buy all kinds of things from 

clothing to computers to TVs much more inexpensively. 

============================================================= 

Education And The Arts 

 I believe that every child should have the opportunity for a quality education 

that teaches the fundamental skills needed to compete in a global economy.  

 Music and the arts are not extraneous, extra-curricular, or expendable - I 

believe they are essential. I want to provide every child these "Weapons of Mass 

Instruction."  

 Our future economy depends on a creative generation.  

 We need to judge the success of our schools by the results we obtain, not the 

revenue we spend.  

 Test scores rose dramatically when I was Governor of Arkansas because of my 

education reforms.  

 I have been a strong, consistent supporter of the rights of parents to home 

school their children, of creating more charter schools, and of public school 

choice.  

 We need a clear distinction between federal and state roles in education. 

While there is value in the "No Child Left Behind" law's effort to set high 

standards, states must be allowed to develop their own benchmarks. 

I believe that every child should have the opportunity for a quality education that 

teaches the fundamental skills needed to compete in a global economy. As I traveled 

the country and the world over the last decade bringing jobs to Arkansas, the business 

leaders I met weren't worried about creating jobs, they were worried about finding 

skilled and professional workers to fill those jobs. 

In addition, I want to provide our children what I call the "Weapons of Mass 

Instruction" - art and music - the secret, effective weapons that will help us to be 

competitive and creative. It is crucial that children flex both the left and right sides of 

the brain. We all know the cliché of thinking outside the box: I want our children to be 

so creative that they think outside the cardboard factory. Art and music are as 

important as math and science because the dreamers and visionaries among us take 



the rough straw of an idea and spin it into the gold of new businesses and jobs. It is as 

important to identify and encourage children with artistic talent as it is those with 

athletic ability. Our future economy depends on a creative generation. 

Music has always been an important part of my life. I still play bass guitar in my band, 

Capitol Offense. 

As Governor of Arkansas, I undertook several initiatives to encourage arts in education. 

I passed landmark legislation to provide music and art instruction by certified teachers 

for all Arkansas children in grades one through six, forty minutes a week. As Chairman 

of the Education and Arts Commission of the States, I created a two-year initiative 

called "The Arts - A Lifetime of Learning," which promotes the benefits of arts 

education to all fifty states. 

Students with strong art and music programs have higher academic achievement 

overall, are far more likely to read for pleasure and participate in community service, 

and are less likely to engage in delinquent behavior. These programs have a powerful 

effect in leveling the academic playing field for students from lower socio-economic 

backgrounds. The study of music improves math scores, spatial reasoning and abstract 

thinking.  

The success of our schools has to be judged by the results we obtain, not the revenues 

we spend. A focus on true quality rather than mere quantity requires us to set high 

standards for our students and teachers, measure their performance diligently, and 

hold educators and administrators accountable for the results in an atmosphere of 

transparency and efficiency. 

As Governor of Arkansas, I created intensive reading and math programs that went 

back to basics. I started with elementary students and, as those children thrived, I 

expanded the program to middle and then high schools. Our test scores rose 

dramatically. I then created one of the most demanding high school curricula in the 

country, and the number of students taking advanced placement classes grew by leaps 

and bounds.  

I opposed the teachers' union and got the Fair Dismissal Law passed, which allowed us 

to terminate poorly performing teachers. To attract top talent, I raised teachers' 

salaries from among the lowest in the nation to among the most competitive. I created 

systems to make our schools accountable to both parents and taxpayers by insisting on 

transparency in how money is spent, efficiency in putting money into classroom 

programs rather than administrative costs, and clear responsibility of all employees for 

the tasks assigned to them. 



As Governor, I fought hard for more charter schools, with their strong parental 

involvement and their unique ability to serve as laboratories for education reform, and 

for the rights of parents to home school their children. I am a strong supporter of 

public school choice. I am proud that my three children attended public schools from K 

through twelve, as did my wife and I. 

In addition to my gubernatorial experience, I have significant national experience in 

education policy. I was Chairman of the National Governors Association from 2005-

2006 and also Chairman of the Education Committee of the States from 2004-2006, 

working with governors, legislators, and education chiefs from all fifty states to 

advance education policy and conduct research on effective trends in education. 

We need to test teachers as well as students, replace teachers who aren't competent, 

and impose reasonable waiting periods for teachers to gain tenure. We should provide 

bonuses and forgive student loans for high-performing teachers to work in low-

performing schools. Just as there are executives in the corporate world who specialize 

in turning around failing companies, we need teachers who are "turn-around 

specialists" for failing schools. 

Typical employment procedures provide a disincentive for teachers and often 

discourage potentially good teachers from entering what I consider to be a noble 

profession.  Educators and teachers should be involved in the design of compensation 

initiatives that encourage training and promote performance based on merit, so that 

our children can have the best education in the world.  

As President, my education agenda will include working towards a clear distinction 

between the federal role in assisting and empowering states and in usurping the right 

of states to carry out the education programs for their students. While there is value 

in the "No Child Left Behind" law's effort to set high national standards, states must be 

allowed to develop their own benchmarks. 

As President, I will use my broad and deep expertise in education policy to lift up our 

children and America's economic future. 

Issues 

 THE SECURE AMERICA PLAN 

A 9-Point Strategy for Immigration Enforcement and Border Security. 

Implement a broad-based strategy that commits the resources of the federal 

government to the enforcement of our immigration laws and results in the 

attrition of the illegal immigrant population.  

Read More  



2.  

 

IMMIGRATION 

My number one priority is to secure America's border. I opposed the amnesty 

bill that was defeated by the Senate in June. 

Read More  

4.  

 

PLAN TO STRENGTHEN AMERICA'S INFRASTRUCTURE 

If we're going to spend $150 billion, I'd like to suggest that maybe we add two 

lanes of highway from Bangor all the way to Miami on I-95. A third of the 

United States population lives within 100 miles of that. This nation's 

infrastructure is falling apart. And if we built those lanes of highways -- with 

American labor, American steel, American concrete - I believe it would do 

more to stimulate the economy.  

Read More  

6.  

 

FAITH AND POLITICS 

My faith is my life - it defines me. My faith doesn't influence my decisions, it 

drives them. For example, when it comes to the environment, I believe in 

being a good steward of the earth. I don't separate my faith from my personal 

and professional lives. 

Read More  

8.  

 

SANCTITY OF LIFE 

I support and have always supported passage of a constitutional amendment to 

protect the right to life. My convictions regarding the sanctity of life have 

always been clear and consistent, without equivocation or wavering. I believe 

that Roe v. Wade should be over-turned. 

Read More  

10.  



 

VETERANS' BILL OF RIGHTS 

I support the following VETERANS' BILL OF RIGHTS for issues that are not being 

adequately addressed: The right to a mandatory rather than a discretionary 

mechanism for funding veterans' health care, to eliminate year-to-year 

uncertainty that the funds they need will be there for them...  

Read More  

12.  

 

EDUCATION AND THE ARTS 

I believe that every child should have the opportunity for a quality education 

that teaches the fundamental skills needed to compete in a global economy. As 

I traveled the country and the world over the last decade bringing jobs to 

Arkansas, the business leaders I met weren't worried about creating jobs, they 

were worried about finding skilled and professional workers to fill those jobs. 

Read More  

14.  

 

HEALTH CARE 

The health care system in this country is irrevocably broken, in part because it 

is only a "health care" system, not a "health" system. We don't need universal 

health care mandated by federal edict or funded through ever-higher taxes. 

We do need to get serious about preventive health care instead of chasing 

more and more dollars to treat chronic disease, which currently gobbles up 80% 

of our health care costs, and yet is often avoidable. The result is that we'll be 

able to deliver better care where and when it's needed. 

Read More  

16.  

 

TAXES/ECONOMY 

I'd like you to join me at the best "Going Out of Business" sale I can imagine - 

one held by the Internal Revenue Service. Am I running for president to shut 

down the federal government? Not exactly. But I am running to completely 

eliminate all federal income and payroll taxes. And do I mean all - personal 

federal, corporate federal, gift, estate, capital gains, alternative minimum, 

Social Security, Medicare, self-employment. 

Read More  

18.  



 

MARRIAGE 

I support and have always supported passage of a federal constitutional 

amendment that defines marriage as a union between one man and one 

woman. As President, I will fight for passage of this amendment. My personal 

belief is that marriage is between one man and one woman, for life. 

Read More  

20.  

 

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE 

The first thing I will do as President is send Congress my comprehensive plan 

for energy independence. We will achieve energy independence by the end of 

my second term. 

Read More  

22.  

 

NATIONAL SECURITY/FOREIGN POLICY: IRAQ 

Iraq is a battle in our generational, ideological war on terror. General Petraeus 

and our troops are giving their all to provide a window of opportunity for the 

Iraq government to succeed, while the Democrats are running for the exit 

doors. 

Read More  

24.  

 

NATIONAL SECURITY/FOREIGN POLICY: WAR ON 
TERROR 

I believe that we are currently engaged in a world war. Radical Islamic fascists 

have declared war on our country and our way of life. They have sworn to 

annihilate each of us who believe in a free society, all in the name of a 

perversion of religion and an impersonal god. We go to great extremes to save 

lives, they go to great extremes to take them. This war is not a conventional 

war, and these terrorists are not a conventional enemy. I will fight the war on 

terror with the intensity and single-mindedness that it deserves. 

Read More  

26.  



 

FOREIGN POLICY: ISRAEL 

I've visited the Middle East extensively over the past thirty-five years, including 

nine trips to Israel. I salute and support Israel as our staunch ally in the War on 

Terror and our greatest friend in that region. As the only fully-functioning 

democracy in the Middle East, Israel occupies a unique position both 

geographically and geopolitically. Israel is an important partner in the spread 

of freedom and democracy throughout the Middle East and the world. 

Read More  

28.  

 

CUBA POLICY 

As President, I will enforce and implement all provisions of U.S. law governing 

policy toward Cuba including the Libertad Act. I will continue President Bush's 

policy of pursuing indictments against any Cuban officials, including Raul 

Castro, responsible for crimes against U.S. citizens. 

Read More  

30.  

 

AGRICULTURE 

A nation must provide its citizens freedom and security. To accomplish this, a 

nation must be able to defend itself and feed itself. We have learned how 

disastrous it is to be dependent on other countries for our energy needs – we 

must never be dependent for our food needs. Being able to feed ourselves is 

not just sound economic and agricultural policy, it is wise national security 

policy. 

Read More  

32.  

 

CRISIS MANAGEMENT 

You need to know that your President will calmly and confidently lift you up in 

a crisis. During the massive emergency of Hurricane Katrina, when local, state, 

and federal governments were in melt-down, I stepped forward and directed 

the rescue and relief of 75,000 victims. Our island of success in a sea of failure 

was one of the reasons Time magazine named me one of America's five best 

governors. 

Read More  

34.  



 

2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS 

No candidate has a stronger, more consistent record on Second Amendment 

rights than I do. Our Founding Fathers, having endured the tyranny of the 

British Empire, wanted to guarantee our God-given liberties. They devised our 

three branches of government and our system of checks and balances. But they 

were still concerned that the system could fail, and that we might someday 

face a new tyranny from our own government. They wanted us to be able to 

defend ourselves, and that's why they gave us the Second Amendment. 

Read More  

36.  

 

JUDGES 

One of the greatest ongoing threats to our constitutional republic is the ever-

increasing politicization of the federal judiciary. Instead of interpreting the 

law according to its plain or original meaning, many judges are using the 

Constitution and statutes passed by Congress as a mere pretense for imposing 

their policy preferences on the American people. This is unacceptable. The 

role of a judge is to interpret the law, not to legislate from the bench; and as 

president, I will only appoint men and women who share this view.  

Read More  

38.  

 

VERTICAL POLITICS 

Vertical Day is here and I want you to be a part of it. 

Read More  
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