ONLINE VENDOR – ES FEEDBACK 2010
ALEKS

*The general consensus was that ALEKS is still the best online math vendor. However, one student was in the middle of an algebra course when the new PO was placed for another year and the student had to start the algebra class from the beginning.  

*ESs that have used Alex and K12 report that their families like them.

*ALEKS: those ES’s who use it like the ease of use once the student is set up in a class (although that can be challenging). The new time/concepts mastered report has been very helpful for learning records and tracking student contact time. Some ES’s also enjoyed being able to create exams and worksheets for students and this is an easy way to get a portfolio sample. 

*Downside is that it does not seem to work for everyone and for about ½ of the students, it is not enough. It always seems to be an excellent adjunct program though and the cost is great.

*ALEKS: good for extra practice, not to replace a Math curriculum

Apex Learning (ALVS)

* Pros: easy to navigate, interesting labs and lessons, cons: some labs were too complex

*Apex learning:  expensive, has AP classes, comes with the teacher, ES doesn’t grade the work, it’s all done.  It has good assessments; it put the kids work at his or her assessed ability level.

*APEX: -Expensive (have to pay for teacher) -Higher end learning (advanced)
*Apex Learning-ES comments from an ES using the Honors courses: very pricey. It is very interactive and demanding. Teacher interaction varies based on the teacher you have. You must fax in assignments and be computer savvy. Everything needed is online included in the cost of the class.  

*One ES used APEX Learning with a student last year.  The courses were rigorous and approved for a-g credit.  The student did well.

* APEX Learning- Pros – ES can look at student’s progress. Company emails a suggested grade--- Cons – Expensive. Student needs to be self-motivated as the program has deadlines. 
*APEX Learning: Only one ES used and stated that their students quit after two weeks because it was hard to use.

*Apex - 9th grade math student, loves the online learning, great explanations, instructor access for questions, need to fax in written work, mom has trouble getting to a fax center.

*APEX Learning – Some bad experiences with the payment and there is no money back if student changes their mind about the course.  The ES felt it was a very tight timetable for taking and completing the course.

*APEX Learning ALVS courses have a specific start date and a specific end date that must be adhered to.
Brain pop 
*Brain Pop short video clips. $115 per year. Supplemental, cartoon clips.

*www.Brainpop.com offers subjects for K-12, provides quality video and quizzes at all levels. 

K12:
*ESs that have used K12 report that their families like them.

Global Student Network:
*Global Student Networking- k-12 expensive- complete curriculum
Learning Springs:  

*Pros--- good math program

*Pros--- inexpensive, 

*Pros--- Offers complete curriculum

*Pros--- this vendor has great VAPA standards art classes and Business Applications (computer) classes as well as most other courses. It costs $130 for unlimited classes for the entire year (foreign language costs extra). The parent or ES grades and gives all feedback to students. However, it only takes a few minutes and is easy to grade. The answers are provided for the teacher directly below the student responses. This vendor also works well with AESS students as it is easy to assign two lessons a week to finish the course on time. 
*Pros---Students like it, great for AESS, Creative Lessons

*Pros---The ES s felt that it was a great program for the students, inexpensive and you can take many courses for a licensing fee

*Pros---no parent involvement needed, good as long as students do it (self-motivated student), parent can be administrator or ES can, pretty inexpensive

*Pros--- as an adjunct program, families seem to do very well with it.

*Pros--- One ES had an 8th grader using their history program. They like it because it includes Civics and requires research projects. The price for all classes for a year is about $140.

*Pros--- It has some good lessons and has the advantage that no HQT is necessary.
*Pros or Cons---Parents have to be confident enough to grade work.
*Cons---kids don’t like it- its dry, a lot of ES work- grading, it’s like a textbook on the computer.

*Cons---Difficult for ES to print out sheet for portfolio samples. 

*Cons--- parents need to get materials and if they are flakey can hold things up.  

*Cons--- inaccurate record keeping, couldn't find textbooks to accompany the courses, needs tutorial

*Cons---Parents expected grading & feedback and were disappointed to find out they had to do it all themselves. Printed materials that help with LRs are difficult to print out.

* Cons---Math is confusing because it is subbed out to another vendor. The English curriculum seems to be below standard.
*Cons---Requires almost daily ES or parent involvement Easy to just tap button and get answers without really learning Hard to print samples from

*Cons---standards not easy to find, teacher has to grade every answer. 

*Cons---it was very work intensive for the person doing the grading and being the teacher of the course.  It is an inquiry based education with writing and videos and web links.

*Cons--- As a standalone program, ES’s had a hard time getting feedback (found to be sporadic and generally slow) as well as finding it challenging to get a portfolio sample.

*Cons---it is more work for the ES since there isn't an answer key nor does the program automatically grade the work. 
National University Virtual High School
* Pros--- Offers a-g courses 

*Pros--- Advanced
*Pros---Very good curriculum

*Pros---Broad class choices

*Pros---Classes hit the standards

*Pros---Teachers are available to contact

*Pros---Great customer service

*Pros---Includes Syllabus for easy LR's

*Pros---Grades everything for you

* Cons---Expensive, at $250 a course.
* Cons---Hard to view what student is doing

*Cons--- Student must be self-motivated because there are hard deadlines
*Con---Course instructors aren’t very accessible and grading & reporting is not very timely, $$$

*Cons---the syllabi and assignments do not correctly align to the chapter and unit numbers for several courses, many course glitches, extremely high student (and parent) frustration level


Odysseyware: 
*Pros---ES’s using it really liked it. They enjoyed being able to easily print out exams and review questions.

*Pros---objectives clear at the beg of each lesson, teacher only has to grade long answers and essays

*Pros--- suitable for AESS middle school students
*Pros---like a workbook on-line

* Pros--- Offers complete curriculum that allows students to be autonomous, affordable. Reads some text out loud & includes videos, projects, etc.

*Pros--- It is comprehensive

*Pros--- It is moderately priced and little work for the ES.

*Pros--- It is cheaper.
*Pros---parent liked Odysseyware because he/she can monitor their child while they are working (on another computer)

*Pros--- Much of the curriculum is multiple choices, many ES have no problems with the coursework and how it is executed.  

*Pros--- Some good High School courses.

*Pros--- can easily monitor student's work, and contact them if not working, see grades immediately.  The students can redo assignments 

* Pros--- Spanish is offered
*Pros---Easy to use, Offers lots of classes, Great Customer Service, Easy to get portfolio samples, Easy to see what student is doing daily, Grades everything for you (except essays)

*Pros----User-friendly, teacher and student log in, lots of multiple choices so the computer grades most questions, lower level, one student can do different grade levels depending on what subject it is.

*Cons---not enough practice or repetition to master concepts before quizzes and tests. 
*Cons---parent does not have control
*Cons---calendar is not usable

*Cons---some like old version with CD better

*Cons---intensive work for ES, not suitable for Special Ed, not high school standards aligned

*Cons---it does not match the CA standards.  

*Cons--- Difficult for students to refer back to previous concepts, not a lot of student practice, students who struggle with reading will have a difficult time.

*Cons---Some ES find it hard to figure out the grading as a teacher.  Language Arts has some very difficult to pass lessons.

*Cons---it is not interactive. Students don’t like it because it’s just read and answer questions. It isn’t aligned with state standards  
*Cons---No teachers to contact if student gets stuck World history misses some of the CA standards because it focuses more on ancient world history Sometimes their wording is confusing…Wouldn't use for math

 *Cons---Students can redo assignments, but some had students redoing assignments until grade desired was reached, and not moving forward.  
*Cons---Only one child can use the program at a time.
*Cons--- It isn't as cheap or as easy as some (again, requiring the ES to grade the work).
Powerspeak:
*Powerspeak: only good if parent gets them to do it. Difficult to navigate.

*Powerspeak for Spanish has been easy to use and the grade tab and student calendar are very helpful.

*Powerspeak with teacher services



Time4Learning:
*A family tried Time4Writing this semester and they love it. The teacher interacts with the students and grades their writing responses. 

*www.Time4Writing.com  offers systematic writing lessons in 8- week specific subject courses for grades 2 through high school for $99/course.  A teacher provides feedback on each assignment. Courses cover Grammar through essays, and high school research papers will be added soon. My students have liked the program, have been learning, and the company has been very helpful in resolving problems.

*A family tried Time4Writing this semester and they love it. The teacher interacts with the students and grades their writing responses. 
*www.Time4Learning.com offers core subject teaching, activities, and quizzes for grades k-middle school.  My elementary students love the program, are being exposed to many concepts, and are learning. $25/month.

*Time for learning was liked

Miscellaneous:
*Cyber Ed for science units

*Home Economics- Starline

*Computer Concepts in Action- Glencoe

*Consumer math- AGS

*Personal finance- Starline 

*Your teacher.com- online math tutoring for any textbook
*Write At Home

*www.headsprout.com  K-2 phonics learning and is cheap!
*A great site for free typing lessons and tests:  www.freetypinggame.net

*Allstars Driving School-Rocklin office is a great vendor for Driver’s training.  The online education comes free, total cost is $250 so it’s a little more affordable if funding is limited.  They cover the greater Sacramento/Elk Grove area.

*All Star Driving is a good vendor for combining online Driver Education (15 chapters) with behind the wheel Driver Training for 1 low price ($270).

*www.quia,com  offers “access to over 3 million online activities and quizzes in 300 categories.” $40/year.  30 day free trial.

* http://www.ixl.com/  is Quia’s companion math site. It offers math practice site for pre-K through grade 6 aligned with state standards. IXL “automatically tracks student progress and displays proficiency scores in the state standards reports.” $9.95/month or $79/year.

*Fast Forward Math is working well with an 8th grade student far below in the Functions and Equations strand.

*Gcflearnfree.org is a website where ESs can set up computer, life skills and career classes for free. 
*Lulu.com- publish books in black and white for $8

*Enchantedlearning.com- join for $20 for the year, you can print out worksheet for samples.

*Growing STARs tutoring- $15 per session on line through Skype

*Study Island cheap for STAR prep and CAHSEE prep.  Excellent for students that are anxious about testing. 
*EPGY- Stanford program for gifted youth

*CTY- center for talented youth- John Hopkins

*Online Vendors: Some online vendors we have worked with and like are Powerspeak, North Dakota Division of Independent Study, Time for Writing, Alex, and Odysseyware. Most of them have been very successful with the families that have used them and ESs like that they can view progress and graded work online. 

*Other online vendors ESs have seen and liked: Ascend, Aleks, EPGY, time4learning, brain pop, starline press (straightforward and addresses standards), Khan Academy (free)

*Others we use and like: ALEKS, time4learning, EPGY

