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Interview Questions for Initial Meeting 

Before beginning paperwork, use these questions and suggestions to start discussions that will help 
see if the school will f i t  the student’s needs and the parent’s expectations. 

1) How did you hear about our Charter School? 

2) What would you like to see our school do for you to support you in working with 
your children? 

This will be a time to then correct any misconceptions they are bringing with them (such as that we 
will send a daily tutor to their home) about how the school works and what we can provide. 

3) What previous experience have you had with other types of independent study 
schools or charter schools? 

4) What previous knowledge do you have of homeschooling? 

5) Do you work outside the home? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------  
I f  so, Who will supervise your student's work? ___________________________________  
How old is your child? Tell me about his/her study habits. 

6) Are you prepared to be the child's primary teacher? ____________ (Explain AESS if not.) 
 
7) Ask who will do the teaching for each subject. Make sure they are not expecting to have 
enough funding available for a computer and for a class or tutor for each subject. Explain 
realistic expectations of what we can provide based on how much funding is available when 
they enroll. 
 
7) Has your child ever had a special education IEP, or plan for speech therapy, 504, or 
anything like this? ___________________________________________________________  
I f  so, have you been contacted by the Special Ed department and have you provided 
them a copy of your last IEP? 
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I f  they have been contacted, then all is well—proceed. I f  not, then stop enrollment and tell the 
parent they need to submit their last IEP to the Special Ed department prior to enrollment. 
Immediately upon leaving the enrollment meeting, contact Student Assignments with this 
information. 

11) Discuss any concerns they may have with the required enrollment assessment, and the 
required state mandated assessments.  Make an appointment for the assessment, or ask if you 
can give it now (if prepared to do so). Point out the ones their student will be REQUIRED to take. 
Will they commit to you that they will  take their child(ren) to a school testing site that may require 
some travel time each spring for 2-3 testing days and at least once for CAHSEE (if required)? 
Explain that this is a charter renewal requirement as well as a state and federally required event.  
Also assure them that we will not put the test scores in the cume file without their permission on 
the SA.  When this area is addressed satisfactorily, proceed. You will note in Es WEbfiles/testing 
layout in the Student detail file that these students will be attending testing.  Failure to do so will 
result in a truancy. 

12) Will you be available once every 20 days to meet with the ES? 
Where_____________________________________________________________________  

13) How should the ES and parent handle emergency situations and communications? 

AFTER going through all of this, then enroll the student if the school will f i t  the student’s 
needs and the parent’s expectations. 


